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Emergency Debris Management Certification Form 

       FEMA-4276-DR-WI 
 

This form is a checklist for local officials applying for FEMA funding for debris management activities which require compliance with all 
Federal, state, and local environmental regulations.  Completion of this form will facilitate the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency’s Environmental and Historic Preservation review as required by law.  The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 
(DNR) requires all debris that needs to be disposed, other than woody vegetation, be taken to a State approved landfill.  
(Segregation of salvageable materials is encouraged.  Hazardous substances should be removed.) 
 
 
 
Applicant (Agency): _________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________City:_______________________ Zip Code: ______________ 

Telephone #: ________________________________Fax #: ____________________________County: ______________________ 

 
DNR approves of the woody debris management methods below.  Please check all method(s) used: 

 
 Chipping or reduction on site and returning to the place of generation. 
 Chipping or reduction on site and leaving for local residents to recycle and/or use for firewood. 
 Stockpiling at an approved site.  
 Hauling to municipal solid waste landfills, transfer facilities, or composting facilities  
 Working with private timber or lumber companies so that debris can be processed for reuse (in compliance with Emerald Ash 

Borer quarantine). 
 Other:_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

IF WOODY VEGETATION IS STAGED AT A CENTRAL SITE PRIOR TO REDUCTION OR DISPOSAL 
  COMPLETE THE REMAINDER OF THE FORM TO DOCUMENT COMPLIANCE WITH FEDERAL AND STATE LAWS 

 
Staging or Disposal Site Name/Address ________________________________________________________________________ 

GPS Lat-Long ___________________________________________ Directions to Site: ___________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Requirements for Emergency Woody Debris Staging Sites 

Failure to comply with environmental requirements may jeopardize funding. 
 

 Located above the 100-year floodplain and outside of wetlands.  (For floodplain information, please utilize Flood Insurance 
Rate Maps prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.  You can access them at: http://msc.fema.gov) 

 Located at least ¼ mile from a public or private water supply (surface or ground). 
 The site has security to minimize uncontrolled dumping and any dumping of solid waste. 
 Provisions are in place to ensure that regulated hazardous waste, radioactive waste, regulated polychlorinated biphenyls 

(PCB) wastes or regulated infectious wastes are excluded. 
 If any debris is taken to a transfer station or landfill, it must be a facility permitted for type of material received. 
 All debris management practices must follow applicable regulatory requirements regarding storage, transportation, 

treatment, and disposal. 
 Burning of woody debris requires a burn permit.  Contact your local fire control agency for more information. 
 

 
Applicant’s Certification/Signature 

 
 
I certify that (Applicant name) _________________________________________ has complied with all applicable laws and 
regulations. 

  
______________________________________  _______________________________________  __________________________ 
   Print               Sign        Date 
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Each year, severe storms destroy homes, barns and other buildings 
across Wisconsin.  In a crisis, emergency management of debris 
places yet another burden on property owners and emergency 
managers.  Typically, a great deal of demolition debris needs to be 
managed in a short period of time. 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is concerned 
with public health, safety, and environmental impacts when 
demolition debris is mismanaged.  The Solid Waste Program 
offers assistance to communities in managing storm-generated 
debris, and to individuals interested in razing a single structure.  
 
Typical types of waste generated from both natural disasters and 
planned demolition activities, along with proper disposal methods, 
are listed below. 
 
CLEAN

1 
SOIL, BRICK, BUILDING STONE, CONCRETE,  

BROKEN ASPHALT PAVEMENT, WOOD WASTE FROM 

DOWNED TREES, AND UNPAINTED OR UNTREATED 

WOOD 

These items may be disposed of without Department approval as 
long as the site selected does not impact surface waters, wetlands, 
floodplains, and critical habitat areas. Contact waste staff for 
assistance on locating an appropriate disposal site. The term 
“clean” refers to material that is unpainted, untreated, and not 
contaminated with petroleum or other contaminants.  
Communities should consider composting or chipping smaller 
wood waste for use in landscapes damaged by the storm event or 
offering clean wood waste for use as firewood.  Clean brick, 
building stone, concrete and asphalt may be stockpiled for 
crushing and reusing in future building projects.     
    
ROOFING METALS, SIDING, AND OTHER METALS 

INCLUDING APPLIANCES 
This material may be easily recycled and therefore should be 
stockpiled and hauled to a scrap metal recycler. Some appliances 
may contain hazardous substances such as Freon.  Freon must be 
removed by qualified and licensed personnel and items containing 
Freon or other hazardous substances should be stockpiled 
separately from other metals. You may want to consider 
incorporating a list of metal and appliance recyclers into each 
County Emergency Plan. 
 
ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS - SIDING, 

FLOORING, ROOFING AND INSULATION 
Asbestos containing items normally require special handling by 
licensed personnel and proper disposal.  You should always 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
contact your local Air Management Specialist for details on 
proper identification and handling of materials containing 
asbestos.  Please see the statewide contact list on the reverse side 
for this assistance.    
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE IN THE FORM OF PAINTS, 

SOLVENTS, FUELS AND PESTICIDES 
Many municipalities have collection programs capable of 
handling household hazardous wastes.  If your community does 
not have a household hazardous waste program, arrangements can 
be made with an outside contractor to establish a household 
hazardous waste disposal drop-off and collection service.  You 
should always contact your local DNR Waste Staff for details and 
assistance in obtaining approval by using the list of contacts on 
the reverse side.  Staff can also assist communities with questions 
regarding proper management and disposal of contaminated soil. 
 
GLASS, ASPHALT AND FIBERGLASS ROOFING, 

CARPETING AND PAD, INSULATION, PVC PIPING, 

SIDING, DRYWALL, PLASTER AND PERSONAL ITEMS 

SUCH AS CLOTHING AND FURNITURE 

Items that cannot be recycled or reused require disposal in a local 

licensed landfill, or an approved one-time disposal or 

construction and demolition landfill site.2 

 
OPEN BURNING 
Open burning of trees3, wood, brush, and other clean wood waste 
is an option, but requires prior DNR approval or concurrence; 
however, this may not be the best option.  Open burning results in 
the release of contaminants to the air, water and land, and may 
have an adverse impact on human health and the environment. 
Also, a fire spreading out of control is always a serious concern 
and stretches needed emergency personnel even thinner.  A wild 
fire resulting from open burning activities could cost you money, 
if the local fire department is called out to suppress the fire.  
Chipping, composting, and using clean wood waste for firewood 
should be the options considered first! 
 
There is no substitute for careful planning before an emergency 
occurs.  Emergency planning should include a current list of DNR 
contacts that can assist communities in an emergency.  These 
plans may also identify the location and transportation routes to 
licensed disposal facilities and household hazardous waste 
collection facilities.  Similarly, communities should identify areas 
where clean wood wastes, metals and clean concrete, block, brick, 
etc. may be segregated for proper management once the 
emergency has subsided.  Communities may consider pursuing 
the development of an approved small demolition landfill.

 

Demolition Debris 

Management of Debris Resulting 

from Natural Disasters or Planned Demolition 

Activities 
 

PUB-WA 601 

Revised July 2016 
 
 

 

Waste & Materials Management            

P .O. Box 7921 

Madison, WI  53707-7921 

 



Management of Debris Resulting from Natural Disasters or Planned Demolition Activities  
Page 2 
 

DNR Air and Waste Management Program Contacts 
 

NORTHEAST REGION (NE) includes the following counties: 

Brown, Calumet, Door, Fond du Lac, Green Lake, Kewaunee, Manitowoc, Marinette, Marquette, Menominee, Oconto, Outagamie, 
Shawano, Waupaca, Waushara, Winnebago 
Waste Management Contact: Valerie Joosten (920) 662-5486 

Air Management Contacts: Imelda Hofmeister (920) 424-7884 

or ask for the Waste or Air Management contact at (920) 662-5100 
 
NORTHERN REGION (NO) includes the following counties: 

Ashland2,4, Barron2,3, Bayfield2,3, Burnett2,3, Douglas2,3, Florence1,4, Forest1,4, Iron1,4, Langlade1,4, Lincoln1,4, Oneida1,4, Polk2,3, Price1,4, 
Rusk2,3, Sawyer2,3, Taylor1,4, Vilas1,4, Washburn2,3 
Waste Management Contacts: 1Valerie Joosten (920) 662-5486 or 

2
Jill Schoen (715) 839-2788  

Air Management Contact: 
3
Susan Lindem (608) 999-0978 or 

4
Rick Wulk (920) 662-5181 

or ask for the Waste or Air Management Contact at (715) 635-2101 or (715) 365-8900 

 

SOUTH CENTRAL REGION (SC) includes the following counties: 

Columbia, Dane, Dodge, Grant, Green, Iowa, Jefferson, Lafayette, Richland, Rock, Sauk 
Waste Management Contact: Cynthia Moore (608) 275-3466 

Air Management Contact: Tom Roushar (608) 273-5603 
or ask for the Waste or Air Management Contact at (608) 275-3266 

 

SOUTHEAST REGION (SE) includes the following counties: 

Kenosha1, Milwaukee2, Ozaukee1, Racine1, Sheboygan1, Walworth1, Washington1, Waukesha1 
Waste Management Contact: Matt Matrise (262) 574-2143 

Air Management Contact: 
1
Kendra Fisher (262) 219-7335 or 

2
Dan Schramm (414) 263-8620 

or ask for the Waste or Air Management Contact at (414) 263-8500 

 

WEST CENTRAL REGION (WC) includes the following counties: 

Adams1, Buffalo1, Chippewa1, Crawford1, Clark1, Dunn1, Eau Claire1, Jackson1, Juneau1, LaCrosse1, Marathon2, Monroe1, Pepin1, 
Pierce1, Portage2, St. Croix1, Trempealeau1, Vernon1, Wood2 
Waste Management Contact: Jill Schoen (715) 839-2788 

Air Management Contact: 
1
Susan Lindem (608) 999-0978 or 

2
Rick Wulk (920) 662-5181 

or ask for the Waste or Air Management Contact at (715) 839-3700  

 

If you need assistance from Department of Natural Resources staff during non-business hours please call the emergency 

hotline at 1-800-943-0003 press 1 when prompted and ask the DNR Duty Officer to contact a local DNR representative to 

assist you. 

 

References: 

 
1NR 500.08(2)(a) Wisconsin Administrative Code 
 
2NR 503.08 Wisconsin Administrative Code 
 
3NR 429.04(1)(i), NR 30 and NR 502.11, Wisconsin Administrative Code 
 
This document is intended solely as guidance and does not include any mandatory requirements except where requirements found in statute or administrative rule are 
referenced.  This document does not establish or affect legal rights or obligations and is not finally determinative of any of the issues addressed.  This document does 
not create any rights enforceable by any party in litigation with the State of Wisconsin or the Department of Natural Resources.  Any regulatory decisions made by the 
Department of Natural Resources in any matter addressed by this document will be made by applying the governing statutes and administrative rules to the relevant 
facts. 
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources provides equal opportunity in its employment, programs, services, and functions under an Affirmative Action Plan.  If 
you have any questions, please write to Equal Opportunity Office, Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 20240. 
 
This publication is available in alternative format (large print, Braille, audio tape, etc.) upon request.  Please call 608-266-2111 for more information. 
 
 



DATE:          July 15, 2016  
 
TO:   Municipalities, businesses and property owners impacted by the July 11, 2016 storm event in Ashland, Iron, 

Sawyer, Douglas, Burnett, Bayfield, Price and Washburn Counties 
 
FROM: Bob Germer, Waste Management Specialist, 715-635-4060, robert.germer@wisconsin.gov 
 
SUBJECT: Disposal of solid waste generated from this storm and flood event 
 
Solid waste generated from this event will generally be waste asphalt, waste concrete, metal waste (culverts, bridge 
components, etc.), treated wood, plastic culverts, tree stumps and other types of solid waste. 
 

• Waste asphalt pavement, all types of waste concrete, clean, untreated and unpainted wood and all metal waste should 
be recycled if possible.   
 

• The waste listed above may be temporarily stored in areas that are not in a floodplain, nor in any areas where a 
significant adverse impact on wetlands could occur, where a take of an endangered or threatened species could occur, 
where a detrimental effect on any surface water could occur, where a detrimental effect on groundwater quality could 
occur, or in any area where explosive gases could concentrate or where hazardous air contaminants could be released. 
 

• If not recycled, clean soil (including emptied sand bags or sandbags made of degradable material); brick; building 
stone; asphalt pavement; concrete; reinforced concrete; and clean, untreated wood not painted with lead based paint, 
may be disposed on site if the location does not have an impact on any of the criteria listed in the bullet above.  The 
disposal site should be covered with a minimum of two feet of fine-grained soil and six inches of top soil which is 
seeded, fertilized and mulched to stabilize.  The disposal site shall be operated in a nuisance-free and aesthetic manner. 
 

• Treated wood (treated with preservatives, glues or lead-based paint) must be disposed in a municipal solid waste 
landfill, construction and demolition waste landfill or through a solid waste transfer facility. 
 

• Clean wood that is not painted, treated or glued can be chipped for landscaping wood chips or boiler fuel. For a list of 
wood chipping companies please look here: 
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/publications/cabinet/recycling/SHWEC%20list%20Mobile%20grinding,%20screening,%
20and%20crushing%20contractors.pdf?_sm_au_=iDVSHt0NDW76HV6P.  Clean wood may also be composted or 
buried. 
 

• Attached is a Flood and storm waste management options checklist to assist in determining how to manage waste and, 
for reference, listings for woodburning facilities, solid waste transfer facilities, municipal solid waste landfills and 
construction and demolition waste landfills that may be able to accept and manage solid waste for you. 
 

• For marinas, boat owners and others in eastern Ashland and Iron Counties, the Gogebic Range Solid Waste Transfer 
Facility in Ironwood MI (906-932-0600) and the Waste Management K & W Landfill in Ontonagon MI (call Linda at 
906-883-3504) may be able to assist you in managing solid waste.  The facilities listed in the bullet above are also 
available options.  Damaged watercraft and watercraft remains must be disposed at solid waste transfer stations or 
municipal solid waste landfills in Wisconsin.   

 
         If you have questions on managing solid waste resulting from this storm event, please contact  
         Bob Germer, at 715-635-4060, or by email at Robert.germer@wisconsin.gov or 
         Casey Lamensky, at 608-267-7574, or by email at casey.lamensky@wisconsin.gov.    

 
 

Scott Walker, Governor 
Cathy Stepp, Secretary 

 Telephone 608-266-2621 
Toll Free 1-888-936-7463 

TTY Access via relay - 711 
 

State of Wisconsin 
DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES 
810 W. Maple Street 
Spooner WI  54801 

mailto:robert.germer@wisconsin.gov
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/waste/documents/sandbag.pdf
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/publications/cabinet/recycling/SHWEC%20list%20Mobile%20grinding,%20screening,%20and%20crushing%20contractors.pdf?_sm_au_=iDVSHt0NDW76HV6P
http://www4.uwm.edu/shwec/publications/cabinet/recycling/SHWEC%20list%20Mobile%20grinding,%20screening,%20and%20crushing%20contractors.pdf?_sm_au_=iDVSHt0NDW76HV6P
mailto:Robert.germer@wisconsin.gov
mailto:casey.lamensky@wisconsin.gov


Material MSW 
Landfill 

C&D Landfill – 
construction & 

demolition 
waste 

generated from 
the demolition 

of buildings, 
roads and 
structures 

Sand/Gravel Pit 
Fill 

Stockpile Recycle Compost, 
 chip or mulch 

Manage as 
Hazardous 

Waste 

Antifreeze     X  X 
Appliances     X   
Asbestos If approved If approved      
Asphalt  X X X X   
Batteries – lead 
acid/motor vehicle 

    X   

Cardboard     X   
Carpet X       
Clean soil   X     
Concrete  X X X X   
Concrete – 
Reinforced 

 X X X X   

Concrete Block  X X X X   
Culverts – concrete  X X X X   
Culverts – metal    X X   
Culverts – 
poly/plastic 

X X   X   

Drywall X X   X   
Electronics     X   
Flooring – wood, 
vinyl etc 

X X      

Fluorescent bulbs     X  X 
Furniture X       
Gasoline cans       X 
Guard rails – metal    X X   
Guard rails – 
treated wood 

X X      

Insulation X X      
Wood – treated X X      
Wood - untreated X X  X X X  



 
Material 

MSW 
Landfill 

C&D 
waste 

Sand/Gravel Pit 
Fill 

Stockpile Recycle Compost, 
chip or mulch 

Manage as 
Hazardous 

Waste 
Paints, stains, 
solvents, varnishes 
and other 
chemicals 

      X 

Pavement X X X X X   
Pesticides       X 
Plastics X       
PVC Pipe X X      
Rock or stone   X     
Roofing - Metal X X   X   
Roofing - Shingles X X   X   
Sand from 
sandbags 

X       

Sandbags – 
biodegradable 
material 

X       

Sandbags – non 
biodegradable 

X       

Siding – concrete X X      
Siding – metal X X  X X   
Siding – vinyl X X   X   
Signs and signposts 
– metal 

   X X   

Signs and signposts 
– treated wood  

X       

Tires     X   
Tree stumps   X X  X  
Tree waste    X  X  
Trees    X  X  
Used oil & oil 
drained from 
engines (or other 
components) 
during cleanup 

    X   

Have questions?   Contact Bob Germer – Waste and Materials Management, WI DNR – 715-635-4060 - robert.germer@wisconsin.gov 















 

State of Wisconsin
CORRESPONDENCE/MEMORANDUM

 
 
DATE: July 21, 2016 FILE REF:  
 
TO: Municipalities, businesses and property owners impacted by the July 11, 2016 storm event in 
Ashland, Iron, Sawyer, Douglas, Burnett, Bayfield, Price and Washburn Counties 
 
FROM: Jill Schoen, Department of Natural Resources 
 
SUBJECT: Supplemental Information: Demolition Debris Management, July, 2016 Flood Event  

 

The purpose of this memo is to provide supplemental information, including local Department contacts, regarding 
management of waste and debris generated from recent flooding events in Northwest Wisconsin.  (Note: This 
information is a modified version of DNR publication WA601, developed specifically for this flood event.)   
 
On July 11th & 12th severe storms and heavy rains damaged buildings, roads and marinas across Northwestern 
Wisconsin. It is anticipated that a great deal of demolition debris will need to be managed in a short period of time 
following this catastrophic event.   
 
The Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources is concerned with public health, safety, and environmental impacts 
when demolition debris is mismanaged.  This document provides resources to communities and businesses in 
managing storm-generated debris, and to individuals interested in razing a single structure.  
 
Typical types of waste generated from both natural disasters and planned demolition activities, along with proper 
disposal methods, are listed below.  
 
CLEAN1 SOIL, BRICK, BUILDING STONE, CONCRETE, BROKEN ASPHALT PAVEMENT, WOOD 
WASTE FROM DOWNED TREES, AND UNPAINTED OR UNTREATED WOOD  
These items may be disposed of without Department approval as long as the site selected does not impact surface 
waters, wetlands, floodplains, and critical habitat areas. Contact waste staff for assistance on locating an appropriate 
disposal site. The term “clean” refers to material that is unpainted, untreated, and not contaminated with petroleum 
or other contaminants. Communities should consider composting or chipping smaller wood waste for use in 
landscapes damaged by the storm event or offering clean wood waste for use as firewood. Clean brick, building 
stone, concrete and asphalt may be stockpiled for crushing and reusing in future building projects.  
 
ROOFING METALS, SIDING, AND OTHER METALS INCLUDING APPLIANCES  
This material may be easily recycled and therefore should be stockpiled and hauled to a scrap metal recycler. Some 
appliances may contain hazardous substances such as Freon. Freon must be removed by qualified and licensed 
personnel and items containing Freon or other hazardous substances should be stockpiled separately from other 
metals.   
 
ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIALS - SIDING, FLOORING, ROOFING AND INSULATION  
Structures that may contain asbestos items normally require special inspection and handling by licensed personnel 
and proper disposal.  Contact Mr. Rick Wulk, DNR Regional Air Management Supervisor, 920-662-8151, for 
details on proper identification and handling of materials containing asbestos.   
 
HAZARDOUS WASTE IN THE FORM OF PAINTS, SOLVENTS, FUELS AND PESTICIDES  
Many municipalities have collection programs capable of handling household hazardous wastes. If your community 
does not have a household hazardous waste program, arrangements can be made with an outside contractor to 
establish a household hazardous waste disposal drop-off and collection service.  Contact Mr. Steve Ashenbrucker, 
Department Waste Management Specialist, 715-762-1339, with questions regarding proper management of 
hazardous waste and disposal of contaminated soil.  
 
GLASS, ASPHALT AND FIBERGLASS ROOFING, CARPETING AND PAD, INSULATION, PVC 



PIPING, SIDING, DRYWALL, PLASTER AND PERSONAL ITEMS SUCH AS CLOTHING AND 
FURNITURE  
Items that cannot be recycled or reused require disposal in a local licensed landfill, or an approved one-time 
disposal or construction and demolition landfill site.   
 

OPEN BURNING  
It is illegal to burn painted, treated or unclean wood, asphalt, plastics of any kind, oily substances, tires and other 
rubber products, garbage, recyclables, wet rubbish, and other materials. Demolition materials that cannot be burned 
include: roofing materials, all kinds of flooring materials, insulation, plywood and other composition board, 
electrical wiring, cabinetry and countertops, and plastic plumbing. 
 
Open burning of trees, wood, brush, and other clean wood waste is an option, but requires prior DNR approval or 
concurrence; however, this may not be the best option.  Please contact Mr. Rick Wulk, DNR Regional Air 
Management Supervisor, 920-662-5181, to discuss options and request an approval.  Open burning results in the 
release of contaminants to the air, water and land, and may have an adverse impact on human health and the 
environment. Also, a fire spreading out of control is always a serious concern and stretches needed emergency 
personnel even thinner. A wild fire resulting from open burning activities could cost you money, if the local fire 
department is called out to suppress the fire. Chipping, composting, and using clean wood waste for firewood should 
be the options considered first!  
 
Department of Natural Resources Contacts: 
Open Burning & Asbestos: Rick Wulk, (920) 662-5181 
Solid Waste Disposal & Recycling: Bob Germer, (715) 635-4060  
Hazardous Waste Management: Steve Ashenbrucker, (715) 762-1339  
 
Additional debris management related information: 

Final July 2016 Flood 
Event - Waste Manag 
 
http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Waste/StormDebris.html 
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